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1
DISPENSER

The invention relates to a dispenser for dispensing a sub-
stance consisting of at least two components.

Such a dispenser is disclosed in EP 1 104 336, wherein the
mixing ratio of two liquid or pasty components is adjustable.
Thus, the dispenser is adapted to the consumer who can
choose the mixing ratio of the components and elect the
mixed components according to his or her personal needs.
The dispenser is provided with two cartridges and associated
pump units, which are pivotable via a transfer member,
wherein the pivot axis is adjusted relative to the actuated
pump.

A disadvantage of that known dispenser is that the opera-
tion requires axial pressure and thus does not always meet the
user’s needs, as a rotation or lateral actuation is often pre-
ferred for certain products. In addition, the transfer member
of'the known dispenser is simultaneously used for setting the
mixing ratio of the components. In case of failure of the
transfer element dispensing from the dispenser is blocked. In
addition, due to the dual function of the transfer element its
construction and installation is relatively complicated and
restricted by product design.

Thus, the present invention seeks to overcome the disad-
vantages of the prior art and to provide a dispenser, which
offers a structurally simple and user-friendly setting of the
mixing ratio and actuation of the dispenser.

This object is achieved by a dispenser in which ramp-
shaped wedge members (7) are provided adjacent to the
adjusting means (3) for actuating the pump units (2a, 26)
and/or containers (6a, 6b).

According to the invention, a dispenser is provided for
dispensing a substance consisting of at least two components
wherein the dispenser comprises at least two containers for
the components of the substance. The containers may be
formed in the manner of cartridges,

i. e. with a rigid shell, but can also be a flexible bag or bottle.
This allows a releasable replacement of the cartridges and
movement or displacement in the dispenser during the dis-
pensing and operation. The particular design of the containers
also depends on the viscosity of the components. Further-
more, a pump unit is arranged on each of the containers for
removal of the respective components. The pump units can be
designed as a piston pump, a bellows pump, or in any other
suitable construction. The dispenser further comprises
adjusting means for setting the ratio of the components of the
substance and a movable actuating device for the pump unit,
aswell as a dispensing nozzle for dispensing of the substance.

The dispenser is characterized in that ramp-shaped wedge
members are arranged adjacent to or in contact with the
adjusting means. The wedge members provide a transmission
so that the operating forces are small. When an adjusting
means is preferably provided around the vertical rotating
axis, a spiral-like or step-like tapered ring is easily accessible
and preferably arranged at the upper end of the dispenser.
Preferably, the rotation wedge ring is rotatably mounted on
the actuating means, being in particular sleeve-shaped, so that
a compact, simple design is provided. The helical or stepped
surface of the adjusting means faces the containers or pump
units, wherein the dosage setting (except for 50:50) is
achieved by a different angle of the wedge members to the
containers and pump units. The setting of the mixing ratio of
the components is carried out by changing the angle of the
wedge members relative to the pump units or containers abut-
ting surfaces of the wedge elements. Thus, the stroke of the
pump units is varied and consequently the quantity of the
respective pump unit for each component is changed. The two

25

30

35

40

45

2

components can be mixed, if necessary, or can be unmixed,
especially in an applicator according to WO 2006/11273 of
the present Applicant.

The dispenser according to the invention has an improved
structure as described above, since the adjusting means is
formed as a separate, simple unit which can be accurately set.
Furthermore, the operation of the dispenser can be made in a
sideway manner or via rotation of the wedge members. Alter-
natively to a direct action on the pump units via the wedge
members and the actuating device, as preferred, there is also
the possibility to fix the pump units in the dispenser and to
actuate on the containers via the wedge members and the
actuating device, such that the containers are pressed towards
the pump units with a set stroke and the dispensed amount of
components corresponds to a defined mixing ratio.

In an advantageous embodiment, the housing of the dis-
penser or its outer sheath is used as a guide for the actuating
device, which rotates the two wedge members each having a
hinge such that the (lower) wedge surfaces urge against the
container and pump units. Preferably, the adjusting means is
above the actuator to be gripped easily and formed in a rotat-
able way such that the adjusting means is readily accessible.
The periphery thereof is preferably corrugated so that the
rotation of the adjustment means can be finely adjusted. It is
expedient if the adjustment device is designed to rotate con-
tinuously, or having a plurality of detent positions defined for
the rotation of the adjustment means. In the configuration
with continuous rotation the adjustment can be made for free
choice of the mixing ratio. By definition of detent positions
adjustable mixing ratios are specified, i. e. the number of
detent positions is adapted to the desired resolution of the
mixing ratio (f. i. by 2% or 5% steps).

Further advantages, features and characteristics of the
invention will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion of preferred embodiments of the invention with reference
to the schematic drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1A, FIG. 1B is an illustration of the inventive dis-
penser with adjustment means and an associated actuator, left
in the non-actuated position and right in the operating posi-
tion of the pump units,

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of the adjusting in
various setting positions (left with 50:50 and right with a 99:1
ratio);

FIG. 3 four illustrations with two perspective views and a
top and bottom view of the wedge members and the associ-
ated actuating device;

FIG. 4 is a side view of the upper portion of the dispenser
with a rotating adjusting means and an actuator (not detailed),
wherein the top view shows the non-actuated position and the
bottom view shows the operated position;

FIG. 5A, FIG. 5B are other embodiments of the dispenser,
but shown here without a housing, wherein an actuator in this
modification is formed as a pull handle, shown in FIG. 5B.

FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B show a cylindrical dispenser 1,
wherein FIG. 1A represents a non-actuated state and FIG. 1B
illustrates an actuated position. These figures each show an
overall view with a section line and at the right side a corre-
sponding sectional side view, as well as a corresponding
cross-sectional view below illustrating wedge members 7,
wherein the adjustment of the mixture is performed by rotat-
ing adjusting means 3 being arranged at the dispensertop. The
adjusting means 3 in this embodiment is constructed in the
manner of a sleeve with stair-like steps on its underside. The
wedge elements 7 are pressed by the actuating device 4 to
underlying pump units 2a, 26 and the pressure is transmitted
to slidable containers 6a and/or 65 mounted in the housing 8,
such associated rams 64' and 64' are suppressed by the wedge
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elements 7 (more precisely their downward surfaces). When
the sleeve-shaped actuator 4 is twisted around its vertical axis
(corresponding to the section line shown in FIG. 1), for
example around 120° the pivotally mounted wedge members
7 are also rotated within the actuator 4, as seen from the
comparison of the two cross-sections at the bottom of FIG.
1A and FIG. 1B. Here, the sleeve-shaped actuating device 4 is
always turned back into their starting position by a return
spring 7. At the upper end of the actuating device or actuator
4, the adjusting means 3 is rotatably fixed to a groove 4a,
while a similar groove 46 is provided at the lower end of the
actuator 4 for fixing to the housing 4.

By this rotation of the wedge members 7 around the verti-
cal axis (cf. the different positions in the bottom views in FIG.
1A and FIG. 1B) different pump strokes via different angles
of the wedge elements 7 are achieved, as predetermined by
the adjusting means 3. Thus, the substance will be delivered
here at the bottom via a dispensing nozzle 5 (here with mix-
ing). Upon actuation of the actuator 4 (here by turning around
120° as in in FIG. 1B) only the left pump unit 24 is active via
the steeply orientated left wedge member 7. Thus, the left
pump unit 2a has a stroke or delivery of about 99% of the
total. The right pump unit 25, which is not or hardly actuated
here, since the right wedge member 7 has a very flat angle or
is almost aligned horizontally (cf. also FIG. 2, right side), so
that only a small volume of about 1% is supplied (based on the
total issue amount). Thus, the discharged substance essen-
tially contains only components of the component pumped by
the pump unit 2q. Ifthe setting is changed, £. i. by 90° rotation
compared to the position in FIG. 1B, the adjustment takes a
position according to FIG. 2, left side. In this setting the
orientation angles of the two wedge members 7 are identical,
so that a dosing ratio of 50% to 50% is produced.

In the position according to FIG. 2, right side, the left
wedge member 7 contacts the lowest point of the adjusting
means 3 so that the lower surface of the wedge member 7
abutting the ram 64' is rather steep, while the other, right
wedge element 7 acts on the ram 65' in a very flat angle. Thus,
on rotation of the sleeve type actuator 4 (omitted here for
reasons of clarity) the associated pump unit 2a makes a large
stroke (delivering nearly 100%), while the right pump unit 25
(cf. FIG. 1B) does not perform a conveying (about 0%). Thus,
the discharge rate of the substance contains only ingredients
of the pump unit 2a, i.e. only the component out of the
container 6a.

By twisting the adjusting means 3 around 90°, starting
from the right side of FIG. 2, the middle position (left in FIG.
2) is reached, i.e. a “symmetric” alignment as also shown in
FIG. 4, in which the non-actuated position is shown in the
upper half and the pump position in the lower half. In this
middle position the slope or angles of the wedge members 7
towards the two pump units 2a and 26 and the rams 64' and 65'
are identical. Thus, both containers 6a and 65 are pressed
downwards by the same axial distance, so that both pump
units 24, 256 have identical strokes or dispensing of 50% of the
total amount. Thus, the mixture or substance contains equal
parts of the two components. At intermediate positions of the
adjusting means 3 between the positions mentioned above,
corresponding intermediate ratios between the strokes or dis-
pensed volumes of the pump units 2a, 25 are delivered so that
each component can be continuously changed between
0%:100% and 100%:0%.

FIG. 3 shows two perspective views of the wedge elements
7, which are here mounted within the actuating device 4 by
means of film hinges 7a. This is also illustrated in top and
bottom views. The film hinges 7a of the cross-sectional
L-shaped wedge members 7 are located in opposition, such
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that they can take (differently inclined) positions towards the
adjusting means 3 (cf. FIG. 4). The illustrated device is pref-
erably made as an integral injection-molded part, and thus
inexpensive, which is also easy to assemble with a snap-in
connection 4¢ (shown here upper left) to the grooves 4a and
45 (see FIG. 1A in the mounted position). It should be noted
that in FIG. 4 the outer shell is omitted to represent the “inner
elements” of the actuator 4.

FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B show a modified embodiment,
wherein the pump units 2a, 26 are located directly below the
wedge members 7, i.e. are no longer actuated indirectly via
the slidable containers 6a and 6. In addition, the wedge
members 7 are here slidable in contrast to the rotational
motion in FIG. 1 to FIG. 4. In the left view of FIG. 5A, the
wedge members 7 are only slightly inserted between the
pump units 2a, 25 and the adjusting means 3 located above
with an eccentric axis 3d. Further, the eccentric axis 3d (sup-
ported in the housing 8—not detailed here) bears an eccentric
3a for the pump unit 2a and a 180° offset eccentric 35 for the
pump unit 25, being turnable with a central wheel 3¢ to
assume the position shown, so that the mixing ratio can be in
the range 0:100, and 100:0, wherein the middle row in FIG.
5A shows a 50:50 ratio. FIG. 5B shows the corresponding
adjustments, but each in the pump or actuating position.

The setting of the mixture is thus effected by simply rotat-
ing the eccentric axis 3d of the adjusting means 3. The actua-
tion is here carried out by simply inserting the wedge mem-
bers 7 with a pull handle 7¢ at the pointed end of the wedge
members 7 in the region 7a of the film hinges, wherein the
pull handle 7¢ projects to the outer circumference of the
housing 8. In areversed arrangement, highs ends ofthe wedge
members 7 might be provided with a push button (not shown).
In both cases, a return spring for pushing back the two wedge
members 7 to their initial position according to FIG. 5A can
be provided (not shown here). Markers on the dial or wheel 3¢
there can also be provided for coincidence with a scale to a
predetermined dosage ratio (for example 35:65). This version
with the eccentrics 3a, 35 allows continuous adjustment of
the mixing ratio, but also allowing a stepped design.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1: Dispenser
2a, b: pump unit
3: adjusting means
3a, b: eccentric
3c: wheel
34d: eccentric axis
4: actuating device
4a, 4b: grooves
4c: connection
5: dispensing nozzle
6a, 6b: container
64', 64': ram
7: wedge member
7a: hinge
7b: return spring
7¢: pull handle
8: housing
What is claimed is:
1. A dispenser for dispensing a substance consisting of at
least two components, comprising:
at least two containers with ram portions extending from an
end of the at least two containers, the at least two con-
tainers being configured for receiving the components of
the substance;
a pump unit at an other end of each of the containers;
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adjusting means for setting the quantitative ratio of the
components of the substance, the adjusting means
including a spiral-like or step-like tapered ring provided
around a rotation axis of the adjusting means;

a movable actuating device for the pump units;

a dispensing nozzle of the substance to be dispensed by the

dispenser; and

characterized in that ramp-shaped wedge members pro-
vided adjacent to the adjusting means for actuating
the pump units or containers, each wedge member
being in contact with its respective ram of the con-
tainer.

2. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the wedge
members are arranged pivotably or slidably relative to the
rams of the containers.

3. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the wedge
members are directly or indirectly rotated by the actuating
device.

4. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the adjust-
ing means is turnable above the actuating device.

5. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the wedge
member members have film hinges at their tip ends.

6. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein each pump
unit and container is associated with at least one wedge mem-
ber.
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7. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the adjust-
ing means is continuously rotatable or has a plurality of
locking positions for defined rotation of the adjusting means.

8. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the wedge
members have L-shaped cross-sections.

9. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the pump
units are disposed adjacent to the dispensing nozzle.

10. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the actu-
ating device is formed as a substantially ring-shaped, rotary
sleeve or as a pull handle.

11. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the wedge
members interact with an eccentric axis of the adjusting
means.

12. The dispenser according to claim 11, wherein the
eccentric axis is horizontally mounted to the adjusting device.

13. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the angles
of the wedge members towards the pump units or containers
is adjustable via the adjustment means.

14. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the quan-
titative ratio is adjusted in opposite directions.

15. The dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the wedge
members or the actuating device is reset after operation by a
return spring.



